This latter benefit will be always lower for those under twenty-one years of age, and will be lower for t^ose over fifty years of age for some years after the Act is in operation.
During the first year after the commencement of the Act working women of all ages will be taken into insurance at one contribution of 6d. per week, but after this period the normal case will be that such women will enter into insurance at sixteen years of age, for there is no compulsory insurance below that age. They will pay for the few years of youthful employment and then marry. On marriage a woman's payments cease, and she becomes suspended from all the ordinary benefits until the death of her husband, unless she continue her employment, in which case the contributions continue and benefits will be the same as before marriage. If she ceases to be employed she has still some small benefits to receive. Though payments by the employer and herself will have ceased, she will receive on confinement 5s. weekly for four weeks. If, however, she wishes to continue her insurance voluntarily, she may continue to pay her 3d. per week, and will receive medical treatment and a sickness benefit of 5s. for the first thirteen weeks of sickness and 3s. afterwards.
The sick benefit will not be paid during the two weeks before and the four weeks after confinement.
It may be pointed out that an insured man, as he pays the contributions, receives the maternity benefit himself from his society when his wife is confined, and whether she is insured or not; a woman also only gets this benefit herself when she is insured. She may receive maternity benefit from her society as a single woman, a wife, or a widow.
In no case, though both husband and wife work and are insured, can two maternity benefits be claimed, but, it will be seen later that provision is made for substituting a sickness benefit where there would otherwise be two maternity benefits, both husband and wife being insured.
1. The most common case is that of a working--run whose wife has been employed before marriage but has ceased employment on marriage. On her confinement the husband will receive 30s. from his society in cash or otherwise as the society decides. It is to be hoped that societies will give it " otherwise," and prevent certain husbands from using the money to celebrate the event. No benefit can be mortgaged, nor can it be used as a security for borrowed money.
If the wife ceased to pay contributions on marriage, she will receive in addition and 4. Where, however, it is the wife alone who is insured, and the husband not, strange as it may seem, though only one contribution has been paid, the wife will get two benefits from her society?the 30s. maternity benefit and the 7s. 6d. per week sick benefit, so that the additional sickness benefit will permit her to remain away from work some weeks at little pecuniary loss.
5. An unmarried insured woman will receive 30s. only and no sick benefit until after four weeks from her confinement.
6. And a widow who has a child to her husband after his death will get just such benefits as she would have had had her husband lived.
One may wonder what will become of the contributions while an employed woman is away from work on confinement and unable to pay; would her employer be paying sixpences for her and piling up a debt against her return to work? He would not. No payments need be made by the employer or the woman, nor need she pay anything on her return to work, for her employer will be excused payment of contributions while she is unpaid and away from work. On her part no arrears of contributions will accrue against her during two weeks before and four weeks after the confinement, and it may be added that a widow will be excused all arrears of contributions during the period after the father's death and until the birth of the child.
It has been necessary to provide punishment for a husband who neglects to make adequate provision for the care of his wife during her confinement, though he has paid to him money for the purpose. Provisions are to be found in the Insurance Act whereby a month's imprisonment with hard labour may be awarded to such a callous husband. Little need now be said to point out the far-reaching effects of the maternity benefit. The reader will have noticed how carefully provision has been made in all cases to enable a woman to be away from work for a proper period before and after confinement. There are no payments of contributions to make, no arrears incurred, and money for the necessary expenses is found.
Strong hopes are entertained that infant mortality will decrease, and that the evil effects of women's work near this critical peno.i will gradually cease.
